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Examiner Reichle: 

Per the telephone message RE: Appi. No. 10/582,445 
Client Matter 18202.0002U1 
Draft Response for your review 



The information contained in this facsimile message is privileged and confidential eind is intended 
only for the use of the individual or entity named above and others who have been specifically 
authorized to receive it. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received the communication in error, or if any problems occur with transmission, please notify us 
immediately by telephone. Thank you. 
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ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 18202.0002U1 
VIAEFS-WEB 
PATENT 

TN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of ) 

) 

HOOI, (Alex) Yu Sing ) Art Unit: 3761 

) 

U.S. Application No. 10/582,445 ) ,u, 

International Application No.: PCT/GB2004/005128 ) Examinen|}^'j^*ui M. Reichle 



U.S. Filing Date: September 25, 2006 
International Filing Date: 10 December 2004 

FOR: SANITARY PRODUCT 

A 

AMENDMENT AND 



Mail Stop AMENDMENT BALLAfilljgPAHR LLP 
Conmiissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 l'''«lii|||ltQListomer Nuiy^23859 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 " 

Sir: 




follows: 



,,ii""»iiH||l„ 11 

Office iwiion dated Jani 



In response t^||||^Office dated Janijaty 27, 2010, please amend the application as 





|||tlendments S^pec^ij^^ are reflected on page 2 of this paper. 

Al^[l^ments to th J|||aims we reflected in the Usting of claims which begins on page 3 
of this p^er. 



Remarks begi||jpSipage 7 of this paper. 
A substitute Abstract is attached hereto as an Appendix. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 
Please amend the Specification as follows: 

On page 7 of the specification, please replace the paragraph beginning at line 16 with the 
following: 



Nonetheless, the sheath should be able to receive a finger, which i 
same or a slightly larger diameter than a small conventional tm^* 



preferred that the The sheath is fe e ge f e r e resiUently in a radial 




to have roughly the 
lerefore particularly 



finger during insertion of the product into the va^ 
(only) a circumferential directio n, which allows for r 



longitudinal direction may be undesirable as it can lead to 



specifically, the absorbent and liquid imp 
direction. 



lie tubes may 




aon to receive a 

lie, the sheath irEll||ftif|ielastic in 

ilt, 

iiDh> , (SignificantiSrasticity in a 
lacement of the plug). More 
itic in a circumferential 
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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

1. (Previously presented) A sanitary product for insertion inta{llillltt|an vagina, the 



product comprising an internally wearable absorbent plug and a^©Sw||||ally wearable absorbent 

"'ilk 

pad joined to one another by a sheath that opens through tf|^jpa^4^and is rd^pntly expandable in 
a radial direction, but not in a longitudinal directioijjjgfich that ^ wearer's fingerf'^^be received 
in the sheath to assist insertion. 



3. (Previously printed) 



tube ofUqu^l 




2. (Previously presented) The sanit^p^||uj|| of claim l,Ht|||||an the sheath is liquid 
impermeable in a direction from the outside G%he s||eam)it||lAB|i^ide of the sheath. 



sanitary prodi|||t'bf claim 1, wherein the sheath comprises a 



4. O^|||jously present|||) The ^sanitary product of claim 1, wherein the pad comprises an 



absorbent layer att|||a liquid |ppermeable backing sheet. 



5. (Previously presented) The sanitary product of claim 3, wherein the pad comprises an 
absorbent layer and a Uquid impermeable backing sheet and the backing sheet is integral with the 
liquid impermeable material of the sheath. 
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6. (Previously presented) The sanitary product of claim 1, wherein the sheath passes 
liqtiid along its length fiom the plug to the pad. 

7. (Previously presented) The sanitary product of claim ^|ij«{}^rein the sheath comprises a 
tube of absorbent material. ^Hlllh. 

A" \ ^ 

8. (Previously presented) The sanitary pr6'luci||| claim ^||}f{rherein the shejPr comprises a 
tube of liquid impenneable material inside a tube of absoTiW|j||aiaterial. 

Is,,, V 

9. (Previously presented) The sanitary|^roduG|!iH|)||bju^ l^^jiraerein the sheath is flexible. 

10. (PreviouayifbBented) I lie sanitary prokucp( 

%. "'Ill, „ 

lIlmDancelled) htii ,1' 



ct«of clajm 1, wherein the sheath has a 



incelled) 

II.,. li 



iouJl 



12. (Previousl||jp|Pented) The sanitary product of claim 1, wherein the sheath extends 
for substantially 2.3 cm between an end of the plug and a surface of the pad closest to the plug. 

13. (Previously presented) The sanitary product of claim 1, fiirther comprising a cord 
attached to the plug to assist removal of the plug from the vagina. 
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14. (Original) The sanitary product of claim 13, wherein the cord extends along the inside 
of the sheath. 



15. (Previously presented) The sanitary product of claim ,ljjli|fcprein the plug i; 
substantially 4cin in length or less and 2cm in diameter or Ifssli MMlii 



16.-18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Previously presented). The 
substantially 3.5cm in length or less and 



sal||i|jjj||j|duct of clai Jl||||^in the plug is 
d 1.5c|fa in diapliltato^ 



20. (Previoii^l3r^|||nted) jjie sanitary prol||pjb>of claim 1, wherein the plug is 



seviously presi 



litary product of claim 1, wherein the pad has the shape 



of a flat eUipse*l|||h.one end Mder than the other. 



22. (Previously presented) The sanitary product of claim 1, wherein the pad is 
substantially 6.5cm long and 5.5cm wide. 
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23. (Previously presented) The sanitary product of claim 1, wherein the pad is 
substantially 0.5cm thick. 
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Claims 11 and 25 have been cancelled. New claim 27 has been added. Claims 1-10, 12- 
15, 19-23 and 27 are now pending in the application. Reexamination aoA reconsideration of the 
claims, in view of the amendments and discussion below, are respec^ily^l^uested. 



In response to the objection to the drawings under 37 lOlr.R. 




i), a new Figure 5 is 



submitted, along with renumbered pages for Figures 1 -4.jjiili||^esjpiionse to lH|l|||:£miiner's 
objections. Figure 5 now shows the layers 3b-4b as (jjrt^s-hatched to indicate u^^|jhese layers are 
also ia section, and includes a cut-line at the upper OTijjjjj^ the l^|4a's 4a-4b of the sljl^lh 4 to 
indicate where the partial section terminates. [ExaminerKjej^filc - this is an area I ivould like 
to discuss with you, to make sure I fun[||||nderstand yourH|||ctions to the drawing. One 
suggestion I have is to add a section linel||Pll||^4| to indicate ^jjbp^tfhe section of Fig. 5 is 
taken. See attached informal mark-ups fwidiscusliojiUki,. r^*' 

Abstract aJ|using xmnedessary or legal terminology. The 
is SI j||imtted in resfi|psej 

The p|pij|er objecti|j||jjt ie'Myilll|||i||j|J^6ause the description of the invention needs to 
be consi^^t with tni^ii|||8^fngs. i IbiSubmitted that Figure 5 submitted with this response 



The examiner ol 
attached replacemept^l 



overpll^ljhiso 



objection. 







The e?0i|ii|ner also obj pted to the disclosure as being either internally inconsistent or 
otherwise not sup^i^jye of |t ; previous amendment to claim 1 . First, Applicant desires to point 
out that the phrase adl^^s^o claim 1 in the prior amendment was: "and is resiliently expandable 
in a radial direction, but not in a longitudinal direction." Support for this amendment is found in 
the original specification at page 7, lines 18-22, as previously referenced. 



The examiner's concerns with the inconsistencies between the use of "expandable in a 
radial direction" and references in the specification to "elastic in a circumferential direction" 
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seem to be inapposite. Applicant states that in order for a cylindrical tube to be expandable in a 
radial direction it is at least desirable, if not necessary, that the tube be elastic circumferentially 
(that is, in a circumferential direction). [[This is another area I want to make sure I 
understand your position and to discuss. The terms ''radial" and ''circumferentially'' are 
used interchangeably, but we are open to using only "radial" if th|lilf^ necessary to achieve 



allowance.]] 



s discussed 

tent to 



specific reference to the amendments to page 4, line 1 ^^fatid m page 7, line 
above, it is submitted that the prior language at pa^fjl lines 16t24, supports theS^nto^^i 
page 4, lines 13-17. Regarding the objection to the aiii||toier|t[ill^^ge 7, line IdJiEie 
amendment to the specification herein restores that paragr^jto the original status. 



The examiner objected to claims 9j| 

-^)plicant has cancelled claims 1 1 and 25. 

that "flexible" as claimed 
,,||H 

the objection to claim^iKion this 

The examiner rej el 
comply wi|||||Hii||||||||,de! 
withdr;{^ on the basis disci 
tial.' 





J, _ being sul^^j^l duplicates of claim 1. 
fv, ^r^P^jrcpard tiJ claim 9, Applicant submits 
i||nty^as "expajiiiitle" in claim 1, and, therefore, 
vJjlhdrawn. 

w 

p'.S.C. 1 12, JQrst paragraph, as failing to 
requirofff^: It is submitted that this rejection should be 
i^^ve regarding the use of the terms '*radial" and 



The exyfpilier also dpvisionally rejected the claims on the ground of nonstatutory 
obviousness-type dl^b^^lenting over claims 1-28 of Application No. 11/920481. Applicant 
respectfully submits pit until such time that the Examiner finds allowable subject matter, a 
complete determination regarding the merits of this provisional double patenting rejection cannot 
be made. Furthermore, since the present appUcation has the earlier filing date, it appears that the 
disclaimer, if required, should be filed in Application No. 11/920481 if and when the claims in 
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that application are allowed. However, if the examiner holds that a disclaimer is required in the 
present case. Applicant will file the required disclaimer at that time. 



Based on these arguments, claim 1 should be allowable. Since the remaining claims are 
all dependent, directly or indirectly, on claim 1, they should also be allowable. Therefore, early 
allowance of all pending claims is respectfully requested. •||t^^''''^H|, 
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A sanitary product 1 for use by women for the absorption of menstrua|j|||^ a plug 2 and a pad 3 
joined by a sheath 4. The plug 2 is substantially cylindrical so thati comfortably in a 



joined by a sheath 4. The plug 2 is substantially cylindrical so tha||||j.. . 

vaginal cavity. The pad 3 remains outside the vaginal cavity^|||ll haii|||bi 
inward side 9 proximal to the plug 2 and a liquid impermp^e'^er on -Mk 



'Sorbent layer on an 
ard side 10. The 



4 includes a tube of absorbent material for dn 



to the pad 3 and has a layer of liquid impermeabld ' 
an outward end 6 of the plug 2, proximal to the pad 3, 
wearer can insert a finger into the sheath|4|fi'om the oulwari 
insertion of the plug 2 into the vaginal cai 

•••l, 




ing excess menstrual 
iai on 




m the plug 2 
inside surface, winds 
id tfifough the pad^3. In use, a 
10 of the pad 3 assist with 

ill'"' 




10 
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